THE LAMB FAMILY
group; with its own standards, its own idiom of
thought and speech, its own jokes; confronting the
world widi the cheerful confidence that, where it
differed from others, it was right and the others
were wrong.
This corporate personality was the appropriate pro-
duct of its parentage and environment. Strikingly
handsome, with their tall, well-made figures, firmly-
cut countenances and dark eyes brilliant with anima-
tion, the Lambs were alike vital, sensual, clever, posi-
tive, and unidealistic. People did not always take to
them. They complained that they were hard and
mocking, unappreciative of delicacy and romance;
they were scandalized by the freedom alike of their
morals and thek conversation; and they disliked their
manners. The boys, especially, ate greedily and were
liable suddenly to go to sleep and snore; they asserted
their opinions with arrogance, interlarded their speech
with oaths, and laughed very loud. Yet they attracted
more than they repelled. It was difficult to dislike
people with such a splendid talent for living. Love,
sport, wine, food, they entered with zest into every
pleasure. And their minds were equally responsive;
alert to note and assess character and event with quick
perspicacity. Born and bred citizens of the world,
they knew thek way about it by a sort of infallible
instinct. And they had an instinctive mastery of its
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